10 FAQ

1. How often should I water my orchid?
Understanding the right balance is crucial, as overwatering is the most common mistake.

2. What type of light do orchids need?
Growers often ask whether their orchid should be in direct sun, filtered light, or shade. Depending on the type of orchid it’s needs for sunlight will differ.

3. Why aren’t my orchids flowering?
Flowering issues can relate to light, temperature, nutrition, or the plant’s natural cycle.

4. What is the best potting medium for my orchid?
Different species (epiphytic vs. terrestrial) require different media, like bark, sphagnum moss, or hybrids.

5. How do I repot my orchid, and how often should I do it?
Repotting is crucial for root health and plant growth. Repotting is recommended every two years.

6. What fertilizers should I use, and how often?
Growers often have their own prefered fertilisers but it is dependent on the N-P-K ratios orchid plants require. Liquid vs. slow-release fertilizers, and seasonal adjustments should be made depending on whether the grower wants to encourage plant growth or flowering.

7. How do I prevent or treat pests and diseases?
Common concerns include scale, mealybugs, spider mites, and fungal infections. Please see our attached information sheet on Pests and Diseases.

8. Can I grow orchids indoors, and what conditions do they need?
Humidity, airflow, temperature, and light are frequent indoor cultivation requirements, depending on the type of orchid you are trying to grow..

9. How do I encourage my orchid to rebloom?
Focus on pruning spent flowers, stimulating spikes by fertilizing regularly, and managing water, pests and diseases.

10. What are the signs my orchid is stressed or unhealthy?
Some signs that your plant is not happy is yellowing leaves, wrinkled pseudobulbs, root rot, and spotting. Seek expert advise from club members if you are experiencing any of these issues.
