
A BRIEF HISTORY OF TOOWOOMBA ORCHID SOCIETY INC.

The Toowoomba Orchid Society was formed on 2 March 1955, when 39 local enthusiasts
met to establish a club dedicated to orchid growing and appreciation. Led by Mr. E. Beard
and Mr. Farr of the Queensland Orchid Society, the motion to form the society was carried,
and the first committee soon developed a constitution and rules.

The society’s aims included promoting fellowship, sharing knowledge of orchid cultivation
and hybridisation, and protecting native orchids in their natural habitats. Membership
began at 50 in the first year, with annual fees of ten shillings and sixpence. Despite a brief
decline in the late 1950s, numbers grew steadily through the 1960s and beyond.

Monthly meetings featured popular-vote competitions, with trophies introduced in 1959 to
encourage participation and excellence among members. A women’s committee, formed in
1955, played an ongoing role in supporting shows and events.

Shows and Events

The society’s first public display was held six months after its formation, at Motors Pty
Ltd in Margaret Street. These early exhibitions soon became part of the Carnival of
Flowers, growing in scale and popularity. Competitive judging began in 1962, with the first
champion orchid being Cymbidium Balkis ‘Luath’.

Over the years, venues evolved—from Motors Pty Ltd to Myer’s rooftop in 1963, then to
the Harristown Assembly Hall in 1988. The society hosted a major Orchid Spectacular
and Conference in 1989, featuring exhibitions, trade displays, and social events that
showcased members’ dedication.

From 2001, the Winter Show was held jointly with other local societies at Walsh’s Seeds &
Garden Centre, while the Spring Show found its permanent home at St Paul’s Lutheran
Church Hall in 2003, aligning with Carnival of Flowers festivities.

Symbol and Publications
The original society badge, designed by Jack Smythe, features the native Sarcochilus
falcatus (Orange Blossom Orchid) on a violet background—a nod to Toowoomba’s famous
violets.

The society’s newsletter, Tan Bark, first published in 1957, has long shared news, growing
advice, and member achievements. Now distributed mostly electronically, it remains a vital
link between members.

Fellowship and Tradition

Annual celebrations have been a hallmark since the society’s early years—from picnics at
Crow’s Nest Falls and Lions Park to the more recent Christmas dinners that reflect the
evolving membership.

For seven decades, the Toowoomba Orchid Society has thrived on friendship, learning,
and a shared passion for orchids—continuing to grow and inspire new generations of
orchid lovers.


